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Community support a must for Sundre RCMP

BY DAN SINGLETON
Round Up staff

The eight-member Sundre
RCMP detachment has always
relied on community support
and input and that’s never been
truer than in 2010, says detach-
ment commander Sgt. Percy
Leipnitz.

Without the ongoing support
and assistance of the public at
large, the local officers would
have a much tougher time
keeping the community safe
and sound, he said.

“Police work is sometimes
only as good as the eyes and
ears of the public and the citi-
zens of the community,” said
Leipnitz, now in his sixth year
as Sundre top law enforcement
officer.

“The more we get calls, the
more that people fill us in on
what’s going on, then we are
more effective doing our job.

“That applies to everything,

from drugs to drunk driving to
people committing break and
enters or stealing. Anything like
that.”

This week is Police
Appreciation Week in Canada, a
time set aside to recognize the
role police play in protecting
the community.

The Sundre RCMP detach-
ment covers both the town of
Sundre and the rural area north
of the Bergen Road, south of
Highway 54, and west to the
Banff National Park boundary.

There were 4,669 calls for
service in the Sundre RCMP
detachment area, including
2,873 in town, in 2009.

Sgt. Leipnitz said he always
encourages his officers to
become involved in community
activities.

“When you police small
communities one important
aspect is being involved with
the community, whether it's
coaching teams or getting
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involved with the schools or
other organizations,” he said.
“When you are a small-town
policeman you don’t just work
in the community; you have to
live and work in the communi-
ty. | think it's a very important
aspect of small-town policing.”

“The more we get
calls, the more that
people fill us in on

what's going on, then
we are more effective
doing our job.”
SGT. PERCY LEIPNITZ

During a recent appearance
before Sundre town council,
Sgt. Leipnitz said the detach-
ment’s focus areas in 2010
include proactive drug enforce-
ment, keeping drugs out of the

hands of kids, and preventing
bullying (including cyberbully-
ing).

Residents and visitors are
always encouraged to call 911
or the local RCMP detachment
if they see drunk drivers on
area roads or witness drunks
getting behind the wheel, he
said.

“We already get a lot of peo-
ple calling in impaired drivers
and that’s good,” he said. “We
get quite a few calls, whether
it's motorists on the highway
who notice somebody who is
possibly drunk or people who
phone us up and say this guy is
leaving drunk.

“Sometimes they turn out to
not be impaired drivers, but it's
still a good check.”

Leipnitz also recently put out
the call for area motorists and
passengers to always wear their
seatbelts.

“l would never drive a vehicle
without wearing a seatbelt,” he

said. “Your odds are pretty high
if you don’t wear your seatbelt
of getting hurt or seriously
injured or dead.

“I've seen a fair amount
through my years of experi-
ence, where I've gone to an
accident where sometimes the
vehicles don't look too dam-
aged and people not wearing
seatbelts are seriously injured
or passed away.

“And I've gone to accidents
where cars are more damaged
and the person wearing the
seatbelt comes out with hardly
scratches.”

The Sundre detachment has
also recently launched a year-
long traffic enforcement pro-
gram where speeders are being
targeted on Sundre’'s Main
Avenue, Centre Street and
Highway 760.

There are eight officers sta-
tioned at the Sundre RCMP
detachment: one sergeant, one
corporal and six constables.



